
 

  

 

 

ReSet Holds First Environmental Workshop 

Latest Studies and Scores Call for Renewed Commitment 

to Elementary Science Education 

The ReSET Report 

ReSET hopes to eventually 

expand this hands -on elemen-

tary school environmental edu-

cation program to fourth and 

sixth grades, and to schools in 

Virginia and Maryland, 

through a pending application 

for a grant from the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration (NOAA).  

Thanks to a grant from the Toy-

ota USA Foundation, ReSET has 

undertaken a three -year pro-

ject in hands -on elementary 

school environmental educa-

tion. In September,18 volun-

teers and DCelementary 

school teachers attended the 

first workshop to develop envi-

ronmental science experi-

ments for fourth - and fifth -

grade levels. The two -day 

workshop was held in St. 

Michaels, MD, on the Eastern 

Shore of the Chesapeake Bay, 

in partnership with Environ-

mental Concern Inc., a non -

profit dedicated to preserving 

our wetlands.  

According to John Meagher, 

ReSET Executive Director, 

òThe workshop was a big suc-

cess, largely because of the 

interest and enthusiasm of the 

teachers and volunteers. The 

agenda included a tour of En-

vironmental Concernõs Bay 

Restoration Plant Nursery 

which helped us place the 

classroom experiments in a 

real -world context.ó In addi-

tion to practicing how to con-

duct the 12 experiments on 

everything from plant growth 

to insects and erosion, the 

teachers and volunteers dis-

cussed DC science standards 

of learning, upon which all 

experiments are based.  

states to test students in sci-

ence starting in the 2007 -08 

school year, has sparked a 

resurgence of science in the 

classroom. Maryland released 

its first scores this fall, showing 

64% of fifth graders passed the 

state science test, compared to 

88% of Virginia fifth graders.  

eas. The report, available at 

www.setda.org/web/guest/

class2020actionplan, high-

lights the need for societal 

support and teacher training 

for STEM education.  

Also, the 2002 No Child Left 

Behind law, which required 
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ReSET volunteers and elementary school teachers convene  in 

St. Michaels, MD, to plan environmental experiments.  

The State Educational Tech-

nology Directors Association 

(SEDTA) recently released its 

òScience, Technology, Engi-

neering, and Mathematics 

(STEM)ó report addressing 

the need to provide all chil-

dren a solid foundation of rig-

orous instruction in these ar-
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Science Quiz Answer: 

A Dwarf (or Minor) Planet 



 

  

 

 

and keep the kids engaged. In one session, 

the class was able to study the sky as ap-

peared at the exact time and date of their 

birth. In another, they constructed a model 

of the solar system. Because of the huge 

range of sizes and distances represented, 

the class went out to the baseball field and 

carefully laid out all the planets, as well as 

the asteroid belt. òIt turns out that with the 

sun as a 4-foot beach ball at home plate, 

the earth was the size of a marble way the 

heck out beyond 2nd base,ó says Fitzmau-

rice. òThe kids were shocked.ó 

Of course, the students arenõt the only ones 

doing the learning. The kids keep Fitzmau-

rice on his toes, too.òYou canõt just stand 

up there with a powerpoint presentation ñ

and there is no cheat sheet, either.ó says 

Fitzmaurice of the challenge. òYou never 

know what questions will pop up.ó  

 Mike Fitzmaurice knows a thing or two 

about staring into space ñand this fall he 

got to share that knowledge with Mrs. 

Maineõs inquisitive fifth-

graders at Waugh Chapel 

Elementary School in Anne 

Arundel County, MD.  

 As the former Assistant 

Director of Technology at 

NASA/Goddard Space 

Flight Center, Fitzmaurice 

led research teams using 

laser systems to communi-

cate between satellites, and 

to measure atmospheric 

pollutants. Fitzmaurice later 

helped develop the James 

Webb Space Telescope, the 

successor to the Hubble.  

As ReSETõs newest volun-

teer, Fitzmaurice has developed optics and 

astronomy experiments that bring a very 

complex area of technology down to size 

ReSETõs Newest Volunteer Helps Kids Look to the Skies 
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Cosmotic Surgeryé 
 

Now that Pluto is no longer  

considered a planet, what 

is it?  
 
                      ...See inside for answer  

Mike Fitzmaurice with his Waugh Chapel Elementary 5th -

graders after building a scale model of the solar system. 
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